LEADING A SOUL TO CHRIST
Luke 24:36-53
1.  It takes time and ought never be done in a hurry.  This chapter shows our Lord doing just that on 2 occasions after His resurrection.  27, 44
2.  If we are to have real conversions, there must be a clear understanding of the gospel.
Ro 6:17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.
Eph 1:13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,
Php 1:27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;
	a.  The gospel has a definite doctrinal content that must be understood and believed.
	b.  Missionaries find that a people without any Bible knowledge take considerable time to familiarize them with an holy God, their complete depravity, and the debt of that sin coupled with the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
	c.  We would do well to be as thorough in an ever increasing pagan world.
Illus: the average North American thinks of sin as a few relatively minor shortcomings, not as one born totally depraved and deceitful, without any goodness whatsoever.
Ps 51:5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.
Jer 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?
Isa 64:6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.
3.  There is a vast difference between someone merely wanting to go to heaven and one who wants to be saved from the damnation of their sin.
4.  Often, a person needs to be taken back to Genesis so that they will understand who God is, what man is, and where sin started.  In Acts we see Paul preaching and then taking those interested aside to carefully teach them.  Ac 28:23 And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening.
5.  They were careful to seek repentance (those who would turn to God from sin and idols).
Ac 26:20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.
Ac 14:15 And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are men of like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein:
Ac 17:30-31 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent: Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.
1Th 1:9 For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God;
6.  Patience needs to be a watchword.  Hurrying to get someone to pray can result in false professions.  Our job is to give the gospel as clearly as possible and let God deal in their heart.
Ac 11:14-18 Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved.  And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning.  Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.  Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God?  When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life.
Ac 16:14 And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul.
2Ti 2:25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;
We don’t need to manipulate the sinner with pressure tactics.
7.  Carefulness in giving assurance is also necessary.  Because someone prayed a prayer doesn’t mean they had conviction of sin and a desire for forgiveness.  Consider these verses:
Joh 10:27-28 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.
Ro 8:13-14 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
1Co 15:1-2 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.
2Ti 2:19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.
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