PARENTING 3
Review:
1.  Three basic parenting methods employed:
	a.  Following what one sees and hears from society.
	b.  Trial and error, assuming there are no absolute guidelines.
(The goal of these two is the survival of parents and children.  Success is not having any in jail.)
	c.  The Bible as the absolute guideline and is the chief source of their goals, their thinking, and their actions.  Their goal was the transformation of their child into the image of Christ.
Pr 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.
2.  Two very definite decisions every Christian parent needs to make:
	a.  To make the Bible their absolute guideline for training their children.
	b.  To make it effective by both believing and living it themselves.
3.  The theme of our life and parenting must be: Mt 22:37  Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
4.  The priorities of parenting must be God first and children second.  God desires us to develop character into their lives that they will have successful lives.  Success is shown in how we live, not by making a living.  It is a refocusing from “gaining the whole world” to a sacrificial love of God and neighbor.
Introduction:
1.  Developing character will allow our children to build their faith and live for God.
2.  There are certain principles we must employ to accomplish this task.

I.  START EARLY.
	A.  One of our key verses on child development makes this tremendous application.
Pr 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.
Webster says to train means "to prepare for a contest; to instruct by exercise; to drill; to form to a proper shape; to discipline for use." Training is not the same thing as teaching.
	B.  Training Commences with Childhood
Isaiah 28:9-10 asks, Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.  For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little:
In short, little babies, newly weaned are learners.
	C.  The word way in Proverbs 22:6 implies a bend in a branch, bow or river. You can bend a branch when it's tender and a bow when it's green. You can change the bend in a river when it trickles into a stream. But when the branch is hard, the bow sturdy, and the river broad and raging, it's too late. Their shape and course are already set.
	D.  Training Communicates with Creativity
The phrase train up implies, putting something in the mouth to be tasted. It means literally, to touch the palate. Try touching your own palate now. It makes you swallow. In other words, parents need to create a hunger and thirst in their children for the things of God. They cannot be force-fed the Word of God.  And as parents, we cannot put anything in our child's heart that is not first in our own, any more than we can come from where we've not been.
De 6:6-7 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.
II.  CREATE A PLAN.
	A.  We must study each child for their strengths and weaknesses and seek to build the strengths and address their deficiencies.   One may be selfish and need to learn how to share, while another is impatient and needs to learn patience.
	B.  We want to build their Christlikeness; not their self-esteem.  When they have a correct view of God and their place in His world they will have the right thoughts of self.
	C.  With this in mind, plan to have talks with them about important character traits while also watching for spontaneous teachable moments.  (Teachable moments can only come when spending enough time with them.   

III.  ESTABLISH STRUCTURE.
	A.  Children need boundaries.  
		1.  They are for developing their character and must be reinforced.
[bookmark: _GoBack]		2.  Parenting isn’t a popularity contest and you must be lovingly tough.
	B.  Parents are placed in their position to develop their children, not be their buddy.
		1.  You need friends, but they shouldn’t be your children.  Structure will be broken.
		2.  Don’t seek to fulfil your needs through your children.  To desire them to be the doctor or lawyer you wanted to be, or to be the star on the team that you never were is disastrous.

There are two big reasons parents back off from the above:
	1.  They want (or feel compelled) to give their time to other things.
	2.  Rather than take their needs to God, they try to get them met through their children
